
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Advent 2011 - The Story in Six Acts 
 

Redemption – “The LORD God made garments of skin and clothed them” 
Genesis 3:15-21 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
There is nothing greater than the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  It is only when we place this 
story inside of the larger Story that we begin to comprehend the magnitude of what God did 
and is doing.  I do not simply celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, but rather how God fulfilled a 
promise and completed a picture.  In the coming of Jesus Christ the seed of the woman would 
crush the head of the serpent and complete the shadow of the slain lamb and blood atonement. 
 
I join a long litany of longing souls who look for the Seed Promise. 
 

25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and 
devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he took Him into his arms, and 
blessed God, and said, 29 "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, 
According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31 Which You have prepared 
in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory 
of Your people Israel." 33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were 
being said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this 
Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--  35 and a 
sword will pierce even your own soul--to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed." 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 

and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day 
with fastings and prayers. 38 At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to 
God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem (Luke 2:25-38). 

 
When Adam and Eve rejected God and chose their kingdom and their will over His, they 
immediately began to “feel” the impact of their decision.   This consequence is notable by the 
attempt to cover their nakedness with vegetation.  God could have allowed them to continue 
in their rebellion, but He once again condescended and provided atonement for their 
transgression.  There are four notable elements in the unfolding of the Story.  For those of us 
who have been on this journey together you will hear nothing new.  My desire is for the Holy 
Spirit to keep it fresh in our hearts and minds.  To this we will now give our attention. 
 
First, notice the nature of their demise (Gen. 3:7-9).  Their fall was immediate and altering (vv. 
7, 8).  It is impossible for me to fathom what that initial moment of eye opening revelation felt 
like for Adam and Eve.  There was something more than mere cognitive recognition of their 
rejection of God.  I do not doubt both Adam and Eve were aware of their nakedness prior to 
the fall, but such knowledge produced no sense of shame or the need to cover oneself up.  
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“Shame, remorse, fear--a sense of guilt--feelings to which they had hitherto been strangers 
disordered their minds and led them to shun Him whose approach they used to welcome.”1  
 
Their eyes were immediately opened and they knew they were naked; they attempted to cover 
their nakedness with vegetation and they hid from the presence of God.  I cannot process the 
movement from complete freedom to one of bondage.  I move from bondage to freedom.  They 
moved from freedom to bondage.  Guilt and shame consumed them.  They knew no way out.  
I do not know if they knew the full extent of their crime against God, but I do believe they 
knew things were radically different.    Consider the following thought. 
 

“One of the most significant aspects of the story can be missed if we are not listening carefully. 
The couple’s attempt to cover their nakedness with crude garments of leaves depicts the feeble 
and futile efforts of human beings to address the guilt of sin. Yet, there is also a positive aspect 
of the couple’s nakedness: they have seen their nakedness and are ashamed. While their remedy 
is not adequate, their capacity to acknowledge guilt and transgression is affirmed and valued.”2   

 
Even as Adam and Eve rejected God and ran from Him, God pursued them (vv. 9, 21, 24).  
God already knew what took place.  He kept His pattern of meeting them in the cool of the 
day.  God would have to powerfully impact them for the purpose of rescue and restoration.  
This text does not instruct as to the innate goodness of humanity or their desire for God.  They 
were not meeting God halfway.  There is nothing in this text suggesting their compliance to 
God’s provision.  We cannot doubt or deny the larger reality of the application/appropriation 
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, but this text strongly establishes God’s 
initiative not humanity’s.  The Bible consistently portrays humanity as running from God not 
toward God. 
 

THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD (Rom. 
3:11) 

 
Second, notice the nature of the dialogue (vv. 9-19).  God begins with questions (vv. 9-13).  
God’s questioning was not for His information, but for their confession and repentance.  God 
wanted each to own culpability and guilt.   
 

• “Where are you?” (v. 9) 

• “Who told you that you were naked?” (v. 11a) 

• “Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not eat?” (vv. 11b) 

• “What is this you have done?” (v. 13) 
 
“God the Creator comes to have fellowship with them but must ask, ‘Where are you?’ If we 
have allowed ourselves to be caught up in the story, we realize the depth of emotion, the 
pathos, the sadness in the man’s reply: ‘I was afraid because I was naked.’”3  
 
Each was unwilling to admit their culpability except through transferred accusation.  ”The 
woman whom you gave to be with me” and “The serpent [by implication – which you created] 
deceived me.”  Both were saying, “It isn’t my fault that I disobeyed.”  “This sin of the first pair 
was heinous and aggravated--it was not simply eating an apple, but a love of self, dishonor to 
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God, ingratitude to a benefactor, disobedience to the best of Masters--a preference of the 
creature to the Creator.”4 
 
What I find disturbing about this narrative is that there is no statement concerning their 
confession and repentance.  Nowhere does it say they repented of their rebellion.  In fact the 
text says, “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them” 
(v. 21).  Again, by implication God had to save them for they could not save themselves.  
Please do not make this into a battle over whose theological system is right or wrong.  Rather 
see here what we hold in common.  Salvation is always from the LORD, and humanity cannot 
save itself. 
 
God ends with proclamation and promise (vv. 14-19).  God speaks to each offender as 
individuals. 
 

• His proclamation to the serpent (vv. 14, 15) 
 
The serpent’s sentence is already and not-yet.  God immediately marks his existence by 
causing him to crawl on his belly and eat dust.  In addition he will become the enemy of the 
woman’s seed.  He is assured of his future destruction by the seed of the woman.  This is what 
we mark on Christmas.  God said He would and He did.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of this 
promise and the completion of this picture.  This element and the picture provided become 
the defining elements of the Story as played out in and through the nation of Israel. 
 
Others would wish to negate the weight of this text as it relates to the Messiah.  I, however, 
believe from this spring flows the rest of the Story.  Did the early church understand the 
messianic nature of this text?  I believe so, listen to the following passages. 
 

"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL 
CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." (Matt. 1:23). 

 
But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 
so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  
(Gal. 4:4) 

 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (Rom. 
16:20) 

 
“The seed of woman in Gen. 3:15 (Christ) would land a death blow to the head of the serpent.  
Jesus Christ, the fulfillment of this prophecy, came to "destroy the work of the devil" (1 John 
3:8), which He did through His death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead (Heb. 
2:14-15; Rom. 1:1-4; 4:24-25).   His sufferings are described as "bruising his heel" in Gen. 3:15.”5 
 

• His proclamation to the woman (v. 16) 
 
The woman’s sentence is in the context of her relationship to her husband and within the 
home.  Her role as wife and mother are impacted by her choice to rebel against God. 
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• His proclamation to Adam (vv. 17-19) 
 
Adam’s rebellion against God changed creation itself.  His role as provider for his family 
would now be marked by toil all the days of his life.  In the greater scheme Adam functions as 
race representative.  He had ultimate culpability because he had oversight within the family 
unit.  Listen carefully to the weight of this communication. 
 

“The climax of the passage can be easily missed if we have not been listening to the story carefully. 
The command of God, the boundary set by God in His world, carried with it a consequence: "In the 
very day that you eat from [the tree], you will certainly die." The couple knew the penalty of 
crossing the boundary, of trying to live life outside God’s order, yet they chose to violate it anyway. 
At this point in the story we would expect God to carry out his threat. Justice demands it.  
 
But here we learn that God is more than a God of justice bound to a law of judgment and 
retribution. The curses imposed in the previous verses are heavy; but they are not death. God does 
not carry out the death penalty. We dare not spiritualize this fact away by speaking of some kind of 
spiritual death. The story says nothing about spiritual death. We also should not see here a loss of 
immortality and the introduction of physical death into the world that would not have come if the 
couple had obeyed. The story is not concerned with a loss of immortality. The simple fact of the 
story is that God does less than His own law allowed. He lets the couple live and gives them the 
gift of life a second time, on the other side of the boundary! Here is a profound affirmation of the 
nature of God. God responds to disobedience, not with the full weight of justice, but with mercy 
and grace!”6  

 
Third, notice the nature of the demonstration (v. 21).  Several elements are shadowed in this 
demonstration. 
 

• Blood would be shed (v. 21) 

• An innocent animal would be killed (v. 21) 

• Another’s garment not made by human hands would be worn  (v. 21) 

• The act would have to be accepted by the recipients (v. 21) 
 
“The clothing provided by God required shedding the blood of two animals. Illustrating the 
basic Biblical principle of substitutionary atonement (or “covering”), requiring the shedding of 
innocent blood as a condition of forgiveness for the sinner.”7 
 
“Immediately after their rebellion, (Adam and Eve) were now afraid and tried to cover 
themselves. But in verse 21, God took this covering away and gave them a coat of skins.  Man 
could not stand before God in his own covering. Rather, he needed a covering from God that 
required sacrifice and death—a covering provided not by man but by God.”8  
 
They were reluctant to leave the Garden.  Had they stayed in the Garden and ate from the tree 
of life they would have remained in their fallen state.   
 

• God would keep them from further demise (v. 24) 
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The text tells us how God “drove the man out” (v. 24).  Such a statement allows us to assume 
they were lingering.  His barring them from the tree of life was merciful and gracious on His 
part.  Through this act He protected them from further harm and set in motion future 
redemption. 
 
Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible provides this insight.  “So he drove out the man. - This 
expresses the banishment of man from the garden as a judicial act. While he is left to the 
fruits of his labor for the means of subsistence until his return to the dust, his access to the 
source of perpetual life and vigor is effectually barred by a guard stationed east of the garden, 
where was no doubt its only entrance, consisting of the cherubim and the flame of a sword 
waving in all directions.  There is unspeakable mercy here in every respect for the erring 
race. This present life in the flesh was now tainted with sin, and impregnated with the seeds of 
the curse, about to spring forth into an awful growth of moral and physical evil. It is not worth 
preserving for itself. It is not in any way desirable that such a dark confusion of life and death 
in one nature should be perpetuated. Hence, there is mercy as well as judgment in the 
exclusion of man from that tree which could have only continued the carnal, earthly, sensual 
and even devilish state of his being [Emphasis added].” 
 
It is impossible to weigh the massive bulk of sin’s consequence.  Where there was once 
spiritual intimacy and “one flesh” union, there is now only separation and isolation. 
 
Biblical scholar John Gill notes, “Being unwilling to go out upon the orders given, some degree 
of force was used, or power exerted, in some way or other, to oblige him to depart; the word it 
is expressed by is used of divorces: there was a conjugal relation between God and man, the 
covenant between them had the nature of a matrimonial contract; which covenant man broke, 
though he was an husband to him, by committing idolatry, that is, spiritual adultery, not 
giving credit to him, but believing the devil before him; wherefore he wrote him a bill of 
divorce, and sent him away; drove him from his presence and communion with him, from his 
house and habitation, from his seat of pleasure, and garden of delight, and from all the 
comfortable enjoyments of life; an emblem of that separation and distance which sin makes 
between God and his creature, and of that loss which is sustained thereby:”9  
 
For the idea of divorcing see further (Lev. 21:7, 14; 22:13; Num. 30:9).  It is the same word used 
in Genesis 3:24 as noted by John Gill.  Sin divorced us from God.  Romans 7 speaks to this idea.  
In the imagery of God we were “one flesh” to sin and death.  Through His death we have died 
to sin and death and are now married to another.  Through the life, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ the believing are in a “one flesh” union with Christ.  The believing 
are now married to Christ.  Sin severs this union and God restores the union.    
 
Are you married to Jesus Christ or is there another?  Do you know Jesus Christ as your Savior 
from sin? The provision of God is available for you.  God is calling out and inviting.  Through 
His Spirit He is powerfully drawing, but you must come.  Will you? 
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